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wHAT IS THRIVING IN OUR sCHOOLS? 
wHAT NEEDS TO THRIVE? 
 

This is the first of a series of annual  THRIVE 
conferences in support of leaders and communi-
ty partners focused on educational opportunities 
in our community.  

wHo should participate? 
 
Leaders….. 
Student Leaders 
Teacher Leaders 
Staff Leaders 
Community Leaders 
 
wHy participate? 
 
See what’s Thriving —
Contribute to Thriving — 
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September 25, 2019 - Wednesday 
Speakers  
 

11 am - Noon  -  
Sabba Quidwai - Apple 

-  Design Thinking -   
 

3:30 - 430 pm  -  
Terry Thoren - Wonder Media 

- Animation & Creative  process  
 

WORKSHOPS  
 

9 - 11 am - 

-  Play & Learning -   
-  Animation & Creative  Process - 
-  Summer Science Leaders 

-  Mathematical Thinking  - 

-  Dual Language learning  - 

-  Thought Exchange   -  Loud to the Crowd 

-  Raspberry Pi Learning -  
-  Food - Creativity - Well Being   - 

-  Middle Grades  &  Aha Moments with Students   - 
 

 130 - 330 pm - 

-  Play & Learning -   
-  Animation & Creative  Process - 
-  Summer Science Leaders - 

-  Mathematical Thinking  - 

-  Partnerships Forum - 

-  VC Innovates   - 

-  Rasberri Pi Learning -  
-  Rio Del Sol - Inquiry Learning - 

-  Middle Grades &  Student Agency   - 
 

Explores   
 

8 - 900 am  -  
Leann Guzik, Janine Malette, Nicole Boucher, 
Justin Hansch 
-  Visual Arts & Creativity -  
Julee Vollmert 
-  Mindfulness & Yoga -  
 

12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Dr. Mike Vollmert 
 BEACH WALK & LEARN  -  

Rio Vista Student Musicians 
 Music from Strings & Band 

Hip Hop Mindset 
 DANCE & MOVE  -  

September 26, 2019 - Thursday 
Speakers  
 

11 am - Noon  -  
Heli Ruokamo & Marjaana Kangas  

-  Play & Learning -  
 

3:00 - 3:30 pm -  
Heli Ruokamo & Marjaana Kangas  

-  Play & Learning -  
 

WORKSHOPS  
 
9 - 11 am - 

-  Play & Learning -   
-  Inquiry based Instruct.  Designers  
-  Mathematical Thinking  - 

-  Student Leader Forum  - 

 - Tech & High School  - 
-  Thought Exchange   -  Leading your Exchange 

-  Summer Science Leaders -  
-  Garden Science &  Libraries  Forum   - 

-  Women in Leadership - 
 

 130 - 300 pm - 

-  Play & Learning -   
-  Original Math Genius ((OMG) 

-  Mathematical Thinking  - 

-  Maritime Museum - 

-   Unselfie - Empathy - 

-   Bonsai Art   -  
 -  Summer Science & Beyond - 
-   Summer Science Leaders - 

-   Drama & Creativity   - 

 
Explores   
 

8 - 900 am  -  
Leann Guzik, Janine Malette, Nicole Boucher, 
Justin Hansch 
-  Visual Arts & Creativity -  
Julee Vollmert 
-  Mindfulness & Yoga -  
12:30 - 1:30 pm 

Dr. Mike Vollmert 

 BEACH WALK & LEARN  -  

hIP hOP MINDSET 

- DANCE  - MOVE - LEARN  
 

3:30 - 4:30 PM   hIP hOP MINDSET 
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THRIVE CONFERENCE SPEAKER SESSIONS 

 

SESSION NAME: The Design of Learning 
Date:  9.25.19      Time: 11:00 - Noon     Location: Top of The Harbor 

 
SPEAKER: Sabba Quidwai 
Education Development Executive, Apple Inc. 
 
SPEAKING SESSION DESCRIPTION 
 
How do we help our students learn today and prepare them for a rapidly 
changing world? A driving force behind this change is technology. It affects 
the way we live, the way the world works, and the kind of skills people need 
to thrive. Technology also presents unique opportunities for learning. Join 
Apple as we explore design principles that can help shape the future of ed-
ucation and learning, and what we’re doing to help schools get there. 
 
Links: https://www.apple.com/education/ 
 

THRIVE PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 

 

SESSION NAME: The Power of Playful Learning 
Date: 9.23.19 & 9.24.19  Time: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  Location: Santa Rosa 

 

FACILITATORS: 

 

Heli Ruokamo, University of Lapland, Media Education Hub 

Marjaana Kangas, University of Lapland, Media Education Hub 

 

PRE THRIVE: WORKSHOP OF PLAYFUL LEARNING 

 

The playful learning workshop provides research-based knowledge on playful learning 
pedagogy and features of playful learning. The workshop focuses on competencies 
that are crucial in implementing 21st-century education. 

 

The workshop enables participants: 

•   to learn the meaning of play and games in learning 

 to develop playful learning (PL) processes based on the pedagogical model  
 to understand the role of play, games and digital tools in 21st-century education 

•   to apply playful learning in an outdoor context 

•   to apply playful learning in school and out-of-school contexts 
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THRIVE CONFERENCE SPEAKER SESSIONS 

 

SESSION NAME: Story Maker 
Date:  9.25.19      Time: 11:00 - Noon     Location: Top of The Harbor 
 

SPEAKER: Terry Thoren 

 

Terry Thoren is the former CEO of animation company Klasky Csupo, known for 
“The Wild Thornberrys” and “Rugrats”. He’s also the creator of Animation Maga-
zine that’s in its 30th year of publication and a leading expert on quality storytelling 
through animation. He co-created Wonder Media Story Maker with famed technolo-
gy innovator Rudy Verbeeck and Emmy-nominated producer Ryan Cannon. 

 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Research has proved that a 1-percentage-point increase in a student’s score on 
the motivation index is associated with a 6-point increase in reading achievement. 
Stories are powerful learning tools that inspire personal growth, empathy, and mo-
tivation to succeed. 

 
 
 

THRIVE CONFERENCE SPEAKER SESSIONS 

 

SESSION NAME: The Power of Playful Learning 

Date:  9.26.19      Time: 11:00 - Noon & 3:00 - 3:30 PM   Location: Top of The Harbor 
 

SPEAKERS: 

Heli Ruokamo, University of Lapland, Media Education Hub 

Marjaana Kangas, University of Lapland, Media Education Hub 

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Finnish pupils’ success in international student assessment tests and the characteris-
tics of the Finnish educational system are the focus of interest all around the world. A 
key aspect of Finland’s education is that play is valued as an integral part of the 
school day. In recent years, play-based learning has also gained more attention in 
the Finnish national core curriculum for basic education.  
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SESSION NAME: The Power of Playful Learning 

Date:  9.26.19      Time: 11:00 - Noon & 3:00 - 3:30 PM    Location: Top of The Harbor 
 

SPEAKERS: 

Heli Ruokamo, University of Lapland, Media Education Hub 

Marjaana Kangas, University of Lapland, Media Education Hub 

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Finnish pupils’ success in international student assessment tests and the characteris-
tics of the Finnish educational system are the focus of interest all around the world. A 
key aspect of Finland’s education is that play is valued as an integral part of the 
school day. In recent years, play-based learning has also gained more attention in the 
Finnish national core curriculum for basic education.  

SESSION NAME: The Power of Playful Learning 
Date:  9.25.19      Time: 9 -11:00 am & 1:30 - 3:30pm      Location: Top of the Harbor 
Date:  9.26.19      Time: 9 -11:00 am & 1:30 - 3:00pm      Location: Top of the Harbor 
 
 
 

FACILITATORS: 

 

Heli Ruokamo, University of Lapland, Centre for Media Pedagogy 

Marjaana Kangas, University of Lapland, Centre for Media Pedagogy 

 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Finnish pupils’ success in international student assessment tests and the characteris-
tics of the Finnish educational system are the focus of interest all around the world. A 
key aspect of Finland’s education is that play is valued as an integral part of the 
school day. In recent years, play-based learning has also gained more attention in the 
Finnish national core curriculum for basic education.  

 

The playful learning workshop provides research-based knowledge on playful learning 
pedagogy and features of playful learning. The workshop focuses on competencies 
that are crucial in implementing 21st-century education. 
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SESSION NAME:  Developing Mathematical Thinking:  
 Date: 9.25.19 Times: 9:00 -11:00 am & 1:30 - 3:30 pm  Location: Top of the Harbor 
FACILITATOR: Sam Strother (Developing Mathematical Thinking Institute DMTI) 

 

Sam is the Director of Professional Development for the DMT Institute. He previously 
worked as a PreK-8 math education specialist at the Institute for many years. His ed-
ucational interests are teaching of fractions, place value, assessment, fact fluency 
and issues of equity. He is always happy to share his experiences on any math edu-
cation topic or to hear new and exciting things other people are doing in schools. He 
is currently pursuing a doctoral degree in educational policy from the University of 
Missouri. 
 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

This session will offer participants an opportunity to engage in tasks demonstrating how to 
develop mathematical thinking of number concepts and operations from kindergarten 
through 8th grade. Topics will include whole number place value, fractions, decimals, expo-
nential growth, and algebraic connections. Participants will also learn about the structure 
of a new partnership between Rio Schools and the Developing Mathematical Thinking Insti-
tute (DMTI) and how this partnership is designed to allow students to thrive in math class 

 

SESSION NAME: Getting Physical with Raspberry Pi 
 Date:  9.25.19      Time: 9 -11:00 am & 1:30 - 3:30pm      Location: Santa Cruz 

 

FACILITATORS:  Heidi Baynes / Mike Vollmert 

Heidi Baynes is the Coordinator for Educational Technology at the Riverside County 
Office of Education.  Mike Vollmert, Ed.D. retired from Rio School District where he 
was the Director of Technology. Mike currently consults with multiple school districts 
across the state of California.  Heidi and Mike are both Raspberry Pi Certified Educa-
tors. 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTION Using small, cheap computers and simple to use coding 
software, engage your students in hands-on inquiry, creativity, and critical thinking by 
building myriad “Internet of Things” devices using the Raspberry Pi. 
 
Heard about Raspberry Pi, but not quite sure what it is?  Looking for some time to 
tinker and learn more? Come to this hands-on session where we'll explore the Rasp-
berry Pi while learning to light and blink LEDs, set up a camera to take pictures and 
do time-lapse / stop motion, and measure environmental characteristics like tempera-
ture, humidity, acceleration, or barometric pressure. 
 

You’ll walk away with insights and resources into how introducing coding and Rasp-
berry Pi s to your “learning kit” can open the door for creativity, critical thinking, and 
inquiry. 
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WORKSHOP NAME:  Summer Science Leaders 
Date:  9.25.19 & 9.26.19     Time: 9 -11:00 & 1:00 - 3:30 pm   Location: San Miguel B 

 

FACILITATORS: Mr. Jarkko Myllari is the Director of Technology at the Rio School 
District. He also leads the Technology Track during Rio Summer Science Academy 

Mr. Ignacio Mendoza is the counselor at Rio del Mar & Rio del Sol School and a long-
time facilitator at Summer Science Academy.  

Students worked on the conference themes during Rio Summer Science Academy 
2019. 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 
 

This workshop shows how you can use Chromebooks for real-life professional appli-
cations of design and manufacturing. You will have the opportunity to observe and try 
out different ways in which Chromebooks connect to other technologies such as Virtu-
al Reality, 3D design, 3D printing, video & audio production and learning to play musi-
cal instruments independently. 

 

Chromebook is the go-to 1 to 1 device for a big group of school districts across the 
world. Not only is device management a low effort operation with Chromebooks, but 
they are also a cost-effective way to provide students with access to technology and 
digital learning resources. It’s important to examine the limits of Chromebook’s ap-
plicability and integration in terms of content creation that has relevance in contexts 
outside of the classroom. 

 

WORKSHOP NAME:   Food - Creativity - Well Being  
Date: 9.25.19 Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am   Location: San Miguel A 

 

FACILITATORS: Lacey Piper MS, RD, Director of Child Nutrition & Wellness  

Jenise Buckenberger, Assistant Supervisor of Child Nutrition Services 

Olivia Hardley, FoodCorps Service Member 

 
 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION A farm to school program enriches the connection communi-
ties have with fresh, healthy food and local food producers by changing food purchasing and 
education practices at schools.  Students gain access to healthy, local food as well as educa-
tion opportunities such as school gardens, cooking lessons, and farm field trips. A farm to 
school program empowers children and their families to make informed food choices while 
strengthening the local economy and contributing to vibrant communities.   
 
This workshop will walk you through how Rio has implemented a farm to school program, 
with a focus on the Harvest of the Month Program.  Harvest of the Month is Ventura County’s 
Farm to School’s primary nutrition education effort. Featuring a different Ventura County 
grown fruit or vegetable, the program is designed to connect the classroom to the cafeteria 
and local farms. Highlighting tomatoes, we’ll walk you through one of our Harvest of the 
Month nutrition education lessons and follow it up with a cooking lesson!  Let's make salsa! 
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SESSION NAME: Thoughtexchange #1: Loud to Crowd Leadership 
Date: 9.25.19  Time: 9 - 11:00 am   Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Steve Anderson,  
Senior Engagement Consultant at Thoughtexchange  

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Great leaders bring out leadership skills in others and listen to the voices of their team 
of people. They understand the power of bringing people together in an inclusive, 
open environment that enables shared leadership. Rio School District has partnered 
with Thoughtexchange to support that environment and give everyone an opportunity 
to shine as a leader. 

 

Thoughtexchange is an online platform that allows leaders to access the wisdom of 
the crowd to help solve challenges. Exchange leaders are able to crowdsource insight 
into what matters most to all participants, (not just the loudest) and build understand-
ing between students, staff, parents, administrators and community members.  

 

Join Steve for a session where you get to experience this engaging tool for your-
selves. You’ll get to anonymously share your thoughts, insights, experiences and 
questions, and then rate the thoughts of others as you learn what’s most important to 
the group as a whole. You’ll get connected with like-minded people who are facing 
similar challenges, and begin work on collaborative solutions to help everyone thrive.  

SESSION NAME:  Thoughtexchange #2: Leading Your Exchange 
Date: 9.26.19  Time: 9 - 11:00 am  Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: 

Steve Anderson, Senior Engagement Consultant at Thoughtexchange  

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Learn how you can develop your leadership and the leadership of others by bringing 
people together in engaging, authentic and transparent dialogue about issues that 
matter. Rio School District employees have access to Thoughtexchange as a tool to 
crowdsource questions, solutions and insights. 

 

In this session, Steve will coach you through the creation of your first Exchange. 

We’ll talk about “why” you might use an Exchange, and what you hope to accomplish 

through it. Don’t worry if you missed yesterday’s session--we’ll help you get up to 

speed. 
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SESSION NAME:  “Aha” Moments with Students 
 Date:  9.25.19      Time: 10 -11:00 am       Location: Bayview  

 

FACILITATOR: Phil Shapiro 
 

 Phil Shapiro has taught preschool to graduate school for the past 35 years in the 

Washington DC-area. He focuses his time and efforts to expand learning opportuni-

ties for youth and adults whose abilities are underestimated. In the year 2000, he 

keynoted the Mayor’s Commission on Literacy and Technology conference in Phila-

delphia with a speech titled, “We Must All Become Makers/Producers.”  The two 

YouTube videos he is most proud of making are – “Fannie Lou Hamer – A Biography 

by Stephon Gray” – and “Coin Questions at the Public Library.” Follow him on Twitter 

@philshapiro and view his video book reviews at http://sites.google.com/site/

philshapirobookreviews He believes that in the education world we won’t be finished 

until we’re Finnish. 

SESSION DESCRIPTION  

Learning happens when the proverbial light bulb gets switched on in a student’s 

mind.  The method for turning on the light bulb differs for everything you teach and for 

every student you teach. What are tips for turning on that lightbulb? Learn from sev-

eral situations where I witnessed a student epiphany in my teaching. Learn from 

some serious mistakes I made, too.  

WORKSHOP NAME:  The 3Cs for Middleschooler Success 
Date:  9.25.19 Time: 9:00 - 10:00 am & 1:30 - 2:15 pm  Location: Bayview & TOH    

 

FACILITATOR: JOE BRUZZESE, M.A.  

AUTHOR, SPEAKER 

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Middle-schoolers spend the majority of their waking hours in the care of someone 
other than their parents. Educators have a tremendous opportunity to help students 
grow in confidence, build meaningful connections and provide appropriate challenges 
that pave the way for the years ahead.  

 

Join Joe for a session of storytelling and relevant strategies for helping middle-
schoolers navigate the 3Cs (Confidence, connection and challenge).  

 

http://sites.google.com/site/philshapirobookreviews
http://sites.google.com/site/philshapirobookreviews
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ECo9iv79SGqeI6XPVFnz0fbLGql0suaJ0wDhA_R-5Rg/edit?usp=sharing


11 

SESSION NAME:  VC Innovates  
 Date:  9.25.19      Time: 1:30 - 3:30pm       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATORS: Juliet Herman, VCOE, GENA Mathwin, Augustine Garcia, Hugo 
Guzman, Vanessa Acosta, Debbie Zaritsky, Marcela Ortiz, Joe Stewart 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 VC Innovates participants will discuss, demonstrate, and engage participants in the innova-

tive STEAM programs supported by the grant. 

SESSION NAME:  
Learning Literacy Skills with Wonder Media Story Maker 
Date: 9.25.19  Times: 9:00 - 11:00 am & 1:30 - 3:00 pm Location: San Miguel B 
 

FACILITATOR: Terry Thorn 
 
Mr. Terry Thoren is the former CEO of animation company Klasky Csupo, known for 
“The Wild Thornberrys” and “Rugrats”.  
Mr. Jason Richards is the Director of Information Technology at WonderGrove LLC 
Mr. David Romano is a 6th-grade teacher and the Technology Champion at Rio del 
Sol.  
Rio Students are experts in using Story Maker and are co-leading the workshop. 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

Stories are powerful learning tools that inspire personal growth, empathy and the mo-
tivation to succeed. Add animation as the creative outlet, and you will notice an in-
credible difference in your students and schools. The next generation of writers are 
just waiting for the opportunity to find their voices, and share their stories! 
 
Join the session to learn how the program mirrors professional animation production, 
instilling high work standards and necessitating that students develop their interper-
sonal skills as collaborators as well as literacy and social skills. 
 



12 

SESSION NAME:  

How Can You Support Students as Active Agents of 
Community Construction? 
 Date:  9.25.19      Time: 2:30 - 3:30pm       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Phil Shapiro 
 

Phil Shapiro has taught preschool to graduate school for the past 35 years in the 

Washington DC-area. He focuses his time and efforts to expand learning opportuni-

ties for youth and adults whose abilities are underestimated. In the year 2000, he key-

noted the Mayor’s Commission on Literacy and Technology conference in Philadelph-

ia with a speech titled, “We Must All Become Makers/Producers.”  The two YouTube 

videos he is most proud of making are – “Fannie Lou Hamer – A Biography by 

Stephon Gray” – and “Coin Questions at the Public Library.” Follow him on Twitter 

@philshapiro and view his video book reviews at http://sites.google.com/site/

philshapirobookreviews 

He believes that in the education world we won’t be finished until we’re Finnish. 

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

Every human being yearns to have a purpose in life, but too often we do not do 

enough to help youth and adults find their purpose.  What are techniques for helping 

youth find their purpose? And what happens after they have found their purpose? 

How does storytelling propel purpose forward? What role does enhanced curiosity 

have in helping people find their purpose? What community allies exist to help 

schools connect students to support their purposes?  

http://sites.google.com/site/philshapirobookreviews
http://sites.google.com/site/philshapirobookreviews
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WORKSHOP NAME:  

The Power of a Bilingual Brain for a  21st Century 
World; Embracing an Array of Cultural Knowledge 
through a Critical Lens. 
Date: 9.25.19 Time: 9 - 11:00 am Location: Top of the Harbor 
 
FACILITATORS:  
 
Dr. Maria M. Hernández, Principal, Río Real K-8 Dual Immersion Program  
Margarita Mosqueda, RSD English Learner Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA)  
Echo Lee, ELA/ELD/DI Content Specialist, Ventura County Office of Education   
Vanessa Calderon, English Learner Design Coach, Dual Language Immersion, State 
Seal of Biliteracy District Coordinator, Oxnard Union High School District 
Jeannette Smith, Assistant Principal, Río Real K-8 Dual Immersion School 
  
WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION:  
 
This interactive workshop/discussion will center on topics related to the emergence of 
multilingual, multicultural programs and historical perspectives of schooling in the 
U.S.   
 
A growing number of parents are searching for districts and schools that offer more 
than one language.  A bilingual brain draws on the knowledge that all students bring 
with them from home and community into the classroom. Participants will gain an un-
derstanding of the benefits of a bilingual brain from the neurological perspective and 
engage in a culturally proficient activity. 
 

 

SESSION NAME: Math Circles  
 Date:  9.26.19      Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Fawn Nguyen 
Teacher on Special Assignment  

 

Workshop Description 

Participants will engage in Math Circle activities.  
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WORKSHOP NAME:  Food - Creativity - Well Being  
Date: 9.25.19 Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am   Location: San Miguel A 

 

FACILITATORS: 

Lacey Piper MS, RD, Director of Child Nutrition & Wellness  

Jenise Buckenberger, Assistant Supervisor of Child Nutrition Services 

Olivia Hardley, FoodCorps Service Member 

 
 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 
 

A farm to school program enriches the connection communities have with fresh, healthy food 
and local food producers by changing food purchasing and education practices at 
schools.  Students gain access to healthy, local food as well as education opportunities such as 
school gardens, cooking lessons and farm field trips. A farm to school program empowers chil-
dren and their families to make informed food choices while strengthening the local economy 
and contributing to vibrant communities.   
 
This workshop will walk you through how Rio has implemented a farm to school program, 
with a focus on the Harvest of the Month Program.  Harvest of the Month is Ventura County’s 
Farm to Schools primary nutrition education effort. Featuring a different Ventura County 
grown fruit or vegetable, the program is designed to connect the classroom to the cafeteria 
and local farms. Highlighting tomatoes, we’ll walk you through one of our Harvest of the 
Month nutrition education lessons and follow it up with a cooking lesson!  Let's make salsa! 

 
 

SESSION NAME: Partnership Forum  
 Date:  9.25.19      Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm       Location: Bayview 

 

FACILITATOR: John Puglisi, Superintendent 

 

Partnership leaders will assemble and discuss their points of view on what is thriving and 
what needs to thrive in our educational community. 
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Workshop Description 

 
Rio del Sol is the Rio School District's newest K-8 school. RDS is grounded in transdisciplinary 
and ethnographic concepts and pedagogies. Session leaders are Year 3 Learning Guides, Ca-
mille Izvarin and Lianna Granado, and their former students, Ariyana Segovia, Gedet Arsala, 
Caroline Dunn, Jordan Enriquez. They will lead participants in a process of co-defining what 
counts as transD and pedagogies, followed by an at-a-glance year-long investigation co-
constructed by Year 3 Learning Guides and their former Year 3students. Participants will be 
guided into inquiry practices in which students at Del Sol engage. The session will con-
clude with participants debriefing the experience and developing questions and connections. 

SESSION NAME: Rio Del Sol — Inquiry Learning 
 Date:  9.25.19      Time: 1:30 - 3:30 pm       Location: San Miguel A 

 

FACILITATORs: Year 3 Learning Guides, Camille Izvarin and Lianna Granado, and 
their former students, Ariyana Segovia, Gedet Arsala, Caroline Dunn, Jordan En-
riquez, and Co-Facilitator, Dr. Faviana Hirsch-Dubin, Rio Consultant.   

SESSION NAME: Garden Learning Forum  
 Date:  9.26.19      Time: 9:00 - 10: am       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Gena Mathwin 

 Leaders will assemble and discuss what is thriving in our school gardens and what needs to 
thrive. 

WORKSHOP NAME: Technology in Oxnard Union 
Date: 9.26.19 Time: 9 - 11:00 am    Location: Bayview 

 

FACILITATOR: Jay Sorensen 

Ed Tech Coordinator 

Oxnard Union High School District 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

 

Come see what’s new in OU.  The Oxnard Union High School District has some great 
things going on from 1:1, to student  voice, to the #T3Challenge. Come hear and play 
the high school way.   

SESSION NAME: Library  Forum  
 Date:  9.26.19      Time: 10:00 - 11: am       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Rene Hohls (VCOE) & Phil Shapiro 

 

 Leaders will assemble and discuss what is thriving in our school libraries and what needs to 
thrive. 
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WORKSHOP NAME:  

Women in Leadership 
Date: 9.26.19 Time: 9 - 11:00 am    Location: San Miguel A 

 

FACILITATORS: 

 

Dr. Carolyn Bernal, Assistant Superintendent, School and Systems Improvement  
Veronica Rauschenberger, Director, School and Systems Improvement 

Betsy Pegler, Administrator, Special Programs 

Michelle Duckett, Human Resources Specialist 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION: 

 

Women leaders experience unique barriers to success and often need specific 
women-leadership development programs to help them overcome these barriers. 
This workshop aims to help women understand themselves as leaders, over-
come barriers to advancement, and align their personal values with their work. It 
focuses on female leadership in education and examines some of the inequities 
that exist as well as how females are thriving as leaders. In a relaxed, stress-free 
environment, you’ll learn ways to support female pathways to leadership and 
how to support and lift females up in their professional pursuits shoulder to 
shoulder with other professionals, and networking with leaders. Each participant 
will leave with a unique “make and take” that unites and connects the group 
moving forward as we all thrive.   

 
 

SESSION NAME: Student Leadership Forum  
 Date:  9.26.19      Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Oscar Hernandez, Assistant Superintendent 

 
 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

Student leaders from Rio School District and Oxnard Union High School District. will as-
semble and discuss what is thriving in their schools and what needs to thrive. 
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WORKSHOP NAME:  

Building a Culture of Inquiry: Engaging With and 
Within a Professional Inquiry Group (Rio Inquiry-
Based Instructional Designers  [IBID]) and Its Conse-
quences for Enhancing Capacities to Thrive 
Date: 9.26.19 Time: 9:00 - 11:00 am   Location: Santa Cruz 

 

FACILITATORS: 
 

Dr. Beth Yeager, Rio Independent Consultant & Thinking Partner  

(Co-Facilitator: IBID, w/Dr. Faviana Hirsch-Dubin) 

Dr. Ralph Cordova, Principal, Rio del Sol School    (Co-Facilitator, IBID) 

Leigh Ranieri, 3rd Grade, Rio Lindo School (IBID member) 

Aurora Zamudio, 2nd Grade, Rio Real Dual Language Academy (IBID) 

Sonya Cathcart, 1st Grade, Rio del Norte (IBID member) 

Erika Padilla, 3rd Grade, Rio Real Dual Language Academy (IBID) 

Marcela Ortiz, Middle School, Rio Real DIA (IBID member) 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 
 

“Every day teachers walk into. . .classrooms where they face new challenges, such as how to navigate 
standards while providing students with opportunities for engaging in complex, ‘deeper’ learning in 
the context of teaching multiple disciplines. They also wonder how they and their students can make 
this kind of learning visible to others” (Yeager, Castanheira & Green, in press). In this workshop, we 
introduce a professional inquiry group, founded by and with Rio District teachers (and counselors) that 
has provided, over the last 8 years, a space where Rio educators can collaborate, developing as profes-
sionals, and taking up, with each other and with their students,  a stance as inquirers (Cochran-Smith & 
Lytle, 2009) to address these challenges, talking about, understanding and engaging in inquiry process-
es and practices within and across disciplines, acting on what they learn, and communicating it to oth-
ers.  Our goal as a group, as it is also Rio District’s goal, is to build a culture of inquiry within and across 
classrooms, schools, and the district, with students, educators, staff, families, and community partners, 
and within which our students can continue to thrive. 
In this workshop, we share IBID’s beginnings when it was originally founded by 7 teacher leaders, 
along with facilitators invited to continue with them, and how it has grown over time - with multiple 
affiliated members joining its annual Summer Institute as well as participating in ongoing work 
throughout the school year.  Members represent, over time, every school in the Rio District.   
 
Some of IBID’s educator members (practitioner leaders) will share their perspectives on the ‘IBID expe-
rience’ over time and its consequences for their practice, for building a culture of inquiry and, particu-
larly, for student growth, including empowering themselves (students) to increasingly guide their own 
learning, and enhancing student capacity to thrive within this collaborative culture of inquiry.  We will 
engage session participants in a part of that experience through an interactive inquiry-based experi-
ence. We’ll also encourage dialogue to further explore the values of collaboratively creating and en-
gaging in this kind of professional inquiry group over time. 
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SESSION NAME:  CHANNEL ISLANDS MARITIME MUSEUM 
DATE: 9.26.19 Time: 1:30 - 3:00 pm Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Heather Behrens & Jarkko Myllari  
 
Heather is the Collections Manager at the Channel Islands Maritime Museum. 

Jarkko Myllari is the Director of Technology at the Rio School District. He also leads 
the Technology Track during the Rio Summer Science Academy. 

 

SESSION DESCRIPTION 

 

This workshop allows you to learn about the Channel Islands Maritime Museum 
(CIMM) and to explore the ways in which CIMM and students from the technology 
track of Rio Summer Science Academy are collaborating.  

 

Join Ms. Behrens and Mr. Myllari to learn about the history, different exhibitions and 
activities available at the museum as well as hear and see what how Rio students 
have been utilizing AR and VR apps as well as 360 photography to create a digital 
layer for the visitors to immerse themselves in during their visit at the museum. 

Workshop Name:  Unselfie 
Date: 9.26.19 Time: 1:30 - 3:00 pm   Location: Top of the Harbor  
 
Facilitator: Julee Vollmert, M.A. 
Teacher- Mesa Union School District 
 
Workshop Description 
There is an empathy crisis in the world today. Participants will learn what we as edu-
cators and parents can and must do to combat the lack of empathy in our youth. 
This  lack of empathy affects childrens’ academic performance and can lead to bully-
ing. Students need to be able to collaborate, communicate, and problem solve, all of 
which can be improved by teaching our children how to be empathetic. Yes, it is a 
teachable skill. We can teach and nurture empathy. Let’s help shift the focus from “I, 
me, mine” to, “we, us, and ours…” 
Participants will learn strategies for teaching empathy as well as ideas to get parents 
on board with the understanding that empathy helps kids become successful. 

 

SESSION NAME:     MATHEMATICAL THINKING  
 Date:  9.26.19      Time: 1:30 - 3:00 pm       Location: Top of the Harbor 

 

FACILITATOR: Cesar Rosales and Sam Strother (DMTI) 

 

Workshop Description 

Participants will engage in hands on math activities to develop mathematical thinking. 
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WORKSHOP NAME:   WATERCOLOR BONSAI 
Date:  9.26.19     Time: 1:30  - 3:00pm   Location: San Miguel A 

 
FACILITATOR: SARAH PUGLISI, M.A. (Arts Education, Curriculum & Instruction)  

Teacher - Hueneme School District 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

 

The Bonsai can be a metaphor for the student learning environment. In this session 
we will explore creating water colors of Bonsai as a metaphor for our work with stu-
dents in our work teaching seeking mindful thriving. 

 

Participants will paint a Bonsai tree watercolor from observation with some introducto-
ry watercolor simple technique, that may well as it proceeds to demonstrate a practice 
of mindfulness, as they consider the Bonsai and the painting experience within dis-
cussion of a metaphor for the learning environment. Links will be provided for further 
exploration of taking up some aspect of the experience in teacher practice. 

 

SESSION NAME:  Original Math Genius (OMG)  
 Date:  9.26.19      Time: 1:30 - 3:00 pm       Location: Bayview 

 

FACILITATOR: BiJian Fan, Ph.D.  CSU Channel Islands  BiJian Fan received his 
B.S. and M.S. in Mathematics, and his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering.  BiJian 
spent most career in biotech R&D, he currently teaches STEAM at CSUCI.  
 
Workshop Description 

Origami Math Genius (OMG) is a curriculum developed for teaching math through 
origami art in K-12 education.  The advantage of origami in math education has 

been established in various studies.  This hands-on workshop unfolds mathematical 

concepts visually and eases learning math intuitively.   

WORKSHOP NAME:     SUMMER SCIENCE & BEYOND 
Date:  9.26.19     Time: 1:30  - 3:00pm             Location: San Miguel B 

 

FACILITATOR: Dr. Jerome Clifford, CSUCI 

 

Dr. Clifford brought his years of experience in Science to Rio and helped jumpstart 
our Summer Science Academy. He contributes to the broader learning community in 
a variety of ways including his work at California State University, Channel Islands. 
Dr. Clifford will engage the audience with thinking about and doing science. 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ha01oGUjRUXGem5kAcHgMX0K8fuozaO7UXvCZYkET1Q/edit?usp=sharing
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WORKSHOP NAME:       Drama in the Classroom 

Date: 9.26.19           Time: 1:00 - 3:00 pm            Location: Santa Cruz 

 

FACILITATOR: Diane DeLaurentis,  
Artist in Residence, DRAMA 

 

Diane DeLaurentis (Mrs. D.) is a credentialed drama instructor, and has been teach-
ing students ages K to 12 for over 20 years. She received her BA from CSUN, (Single 
Subject English/Theater), and acted professionally in film, television and theater for 
over 40 years. Presently, Diane teaches drama workshops at RN, RDM, RL, RDS, 
and a new Musical Theater Production elective at RVM. She is married with two chil-
dren, and has a dog, guinea pig and chinchilla! 

 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION 

 

Imagine if EVERY student was excited to participate in your class DAILY! This is a re-
ality! DRAMA IN THE CLASSROOM workshop will explore class engagement through 
acting and improv exercises and games to help your students’ THRIVE in your class-
room. Attendees will learn fun and effective tools using body and voice to go beyond 
what is expected in the classroom.  Be ready to move, speak up and explore your  
your imagination in this workshop. It’s fun, easy and will engage all students!  

     IMAGINE 3 TREES 

 

                            K                                      

        

THRIVING               RESILIENT       SURVIVAL 

         3     2        1 

HOW DO YOU PERCEIVE OUR SCHOOLS? 

HOW DO YOU EXPERIENCE OUR EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY? 

HOW CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE TO THRIVING? 
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